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ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION ON
SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE

The Helsinki process, formally titled the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe,
traces its origin to the signing of the Helsinki Final Act in Finland on August 1, 1975, by the
leaders of 33 European countries, the United States and Canada. As of January 1, 1995, the
Helsinki process was renamed the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).
The membership of the OSCE has expanded to 55 participating States, reflecting the breakup of
the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia.

The OSCE Secretariat is in Vienna, Austria, where weekly meetings of the participating
States’ permanent representatives are held. In addition, specialized seminars and meetings are
convened in various locations. Periodic consultations are held among Senior Officials, Ministers
and Heads of State or Government.

Although the OSCE continues to engage in standard setting in the fields of military secu-
rity, economic and environmental cooperation, and human rights and humanitarian concerns,
the Organization is primarily focused on initiatives designed to prevent, manage and resolve
conflict within and among the participating States. The Organization deploys numerous mis-
sions and field activities located in Southeastern and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, and Central
Asia. The website of the OSCE is: <http://www.osce.org/>.

ABOUT THE COMMISSION ON SECURITY
AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE

The Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, also known as the Helsinki Com-
mission, is a U.S. Government agency created in 1976 to monitor and encourage compliance by
the participating States with their OSCE commitments, with a particular emphasis on human
rights.

The Commission consists of nine members from the United States Senate, nine members
from the House of Representatives, and one member each from the Departments of State, De-
fense and Commerce. The positions of Chair and Co-Chair rotate between the Senate and House
every two years, when a new Congress convenes. A professional staff assists the Commissioners
in their work.

In fulfilling its mandate, the Commission gathers and disseminates relevant information to
the U.S. Congress and the public by convening hearings, issuing reports that reflect the views of
Members of the Commission and/or its staff, and providing details about the activities of the
Helsinki process and developments in OSCE participating States.

The Commission also contributes to the formulation and execution of U.S. policy
regarding the OSCE, including through Member and staff participation on U.S. Del-
egations to OSCE meetings. Members of the Commission have regular contact with
parliamentarians, government officials, representatives of non-governmental organizations, and
private individuals from participating States. The website of the Commission is:
<http://www.csce.gov/>.

http://www.osce.org/
http://www.csce.gov/>.


SPECIAL MEETING ON ANTI-SEMITISM

The Special Meeting on Anti-Semitism held in conjunction with the Winter Meeting of
the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly is part of a series of actions undertaken by members of
the U.S. Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (Helsinki Commission) in coop-
eration with partners from other OSCE participating States to develop effective, coordinated
actions to deal with the sharp increases in anti-Semitic incidents that took place in many
countries of the region in 2002. The Helsinki Commission convened a special hearing on this
phenomenon on May 22, 2002 at which the testimony of expert witnesses was heard and the
strong concerns of Members of Congress were voiced. The US Delegation to the OSCE Parlia-
mentary Assembly Annual Session held in Berlin in July 2002, sponsored a resolution spe-
cifically focused on anti-Semitism and related violence. The Assembly adopted unanimously
that resolution condemning the escalation of anti-Semitic violence and calling for appropri-
ate action by the participating States of OSCE.

In Berlin, the German and US delegations also co-hosted a parliamentary forum to
explore the reasons behind the outbreaks of anti-Semitism to which American, German and
French experts participated. A follow-up event jointly organized by the German and U.S. Co-
Chairmen in December explored concrete recommendations from expert witnesses for gov-
ernment action. At the conclusion of that meeting, Dr. Gert Weisskirchen and Rep. Christo-
pher H. Smith, signed an action plan by which they committed themselves to pursue specific
actions to combat anti-Semitism, including immediate condemnation of anti-Semitic acts by
government officials, parliamentary declarations, strengthened legislation and enhanced
educational efforts. The chairmen also agreed to work together to obtain the active support of
parliamentarians from other OSCE participating States. The Special Meeting on Anti-Semit-
ism, held in Vienna in conjunction with the OSCE PA Winter Meeting, was organized as part
of an ongoing effort to build upon support among parliamentarians creating a pro-active
“coalition of the willing” to deal with the problem of anti-Semitism. More than 75 parliamen-
tarians from 17 countries attended this event and expressed their support. Canadian, French,
Italian and Swedish parliamentarians signed formal statements of solidarity with the Ger-
man-U.S. initiative.
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